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JSTOMS j^eneiTJIy approved Op MU 
ors? received by Yoiito from their Superb 
o YSt become-like die natural Produce of a 


_SoiI> djpecially when they are Tufted' £0 ft- 
'vorite Indirtddons: Bur as the Judgments of GOD 
are without Partiality, by which the State of the 
Soul rrnifl: be tried it would be the highcrtWiidoni 
to forego Cuffoms and popular Opinions, and try 
our' Deeds- by the infalliable Standard of-Troth, 
ieveh the phre Spirit of Grace Which leads ail tho/c 
who in Sincerity obey its Di&ates into a.. Corded: 
conflflenr Wkh their Chriftian Profeffion. 


That .important Injun&ion of our bleffedSavioiir, 
Seek ye firjt the Kingdom of GOD and his Bightcouf- 
■fiefs, ’’and Ml Things jhdl he added unto you* contains a 
iliprt but comprehendve View of our Duty and 
Happinefh It then the Bufmefs of Mankind in this 
Life Is, to firfl* ieek another \ if this cannot he done, 
but by attending to die Means: If a Summary of 
* the Means be. To love the LORD our GOD with 
Ml our r Hem mil mr Neighour as owr Jiff: So 
-es lU-verto do to another, that* which in fike Cir- 
cumflances we would not have done to us; then 
thefeare Points of Moment and worthy of our 
molt ferious Coafidendon, 
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If N : i jciccc Ti Eiies* ■was the Ptschce of many N «?k>a% 

[ * hen at war with each other, to fell the Prifeneis 

Jl, they uiadeia Barrie, in order to defray the Expences 
of the War, This unchriftian or rather umumd& 
praStae, after many A^es continuances is at length gene¬ 
ral ly aoolifhed by rhe Chriflian Powers of Europe,? but 
. !hM continues among foute of the Nations of Ana tad 
i Africa, and to dm* fad Experience we find it a!Co prap* 

V 1 filed by the Natives of America. In the prefent war, 
liow mmy of our poor Coon try Men are dragged m 
,s Bondage and fold for Slaves ; how many mourn,' d 
r ; fiaibrn id, a Wife, a Child, a Parent or Ibms near Rt> 
y latiora taken from them; and were we to follow them ta 
? little farther, and fee them expofed to iale and bought 

* up to be made a Gain of, what Heart fb hard that 
would notmclt with Sympathy and Sorrow: And could 

T'we near the Purchafcrs, for the lake of Gain, pushing 
4 ,<m'rhe Savages to captivate our People, what inhuman ** 
4 wretches fhould we call them, what Punishment fhouAf 
i we thick their Guilt deierved! But while our Hearts 
^are atfefled for our Brethren and Relations, while we 
§ ’fe£l for our own Fiefh and Blood, Jet us extend xmt 
u X Thoughts to others, and allow me, gentle Reader! 
$o-recommend to thy feriotes Confideration, a Pra£Hoe 
chat prevails among teveral Nations who call themfelves 
k Chriftians, and i am lorry to fay it, in which we 4 
$ Nation are deeply engaged, and which is of filch aNa*u 
Cure, as that nothing can be more inconiuient with the 
^l>o£hines and Practice of our meek Lord and MaHetfe 
\ nor* fiained with a d^per Dye of Jr.juftice, Cruelty and 
H Opprelilon, S mean the Slave Trade, the purchasing 

• jLand bringing the poor Negroes from their Native 
fXatid, and fub]e£Hng them to a Stare of perpetual Btmd» 
l age, and that often the moft cruel and opprellive. A&d 
vythis carried on'chiefly-at the infHgarioit of .riiofe to 

whom the Promulgation of the nm^ftibpure* and holy 

X * <Soip 
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/cksfpel.of Cnrifi jefas was committed. Will nor ( the 
$.u$ judge of all tile Earth vilic for all this? Or dare vie 
Tay, that this very Practice is not . one Caufe of the & 
ia^ities we ar prefenr. fuller ; and that the Captivity 
•of our'’People is not to teach us to feel lor others, and 
to induce us to difcourage a Trade, by which many 
Thou lands are Yearly captivated ? Evils do not arile our 
of the Duff, nor does the Almighty willingly afflift the 
Children of Men ,’ but-when a People offend as.a;Na- 
#ion s or in a publick Capacity, the Juftice of his moral 
Government requires that as a Nation they be punilE. 
.ed s which is generally done by War, Famine or Peffi- 
depce. ,1 know there are many Arguments offered in 
favour of the Purchalers, but they.are all drawn from 
Avarice or ill founded, none will fknd me Teft of that 
divine Rule: To do unto all Men> as we would they (hould 
-th'rimto us.'. Without Pprchafers, there would be no 
Trade i and conlequently every Purchafer as he ertcour 
Tages the Trade, becomes partaker in the Guilt of it; 
vaod that they may lee what a deep dye the Guilt-is of, 
J beg leave to qu.ore fotne. Exrra<ffs from the Writings 
of Perlonsof Note, who have been long employed in 
the African Trade, and whole Situation and Office in 
'the; Factories. will not admit any to quell ion the Truth 
' of what thy relate. By thele we; Ilia 1 ! lee, that in order 
to get Slaves, the Europeans fettled ar the Factories in 
.Africa, encourage W 7 ars, and promote the Pra£lice of 
Stealing Men, Women and Children, which theyreadi- 
Jy purchafe without any Regard to Juffice, Equity or 
any of the tender Ties of Nature. 

; JTillimn Bofmaih ffaffor for the Dutch African Com- 
pany, at the Fa£tory at Delmina , who wrote an Ac¬ 
count of that Country, now more than fifty Years paff, 
tells his Readers c That the Booty which the Negro 
1 Soldiers aim at in their Wars, are Ornaments ofGojd 
•* and Prilbners ofWar, in Order to fell them for glaves 

> - ' w £ rt*- 
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* at Pleafure, that many of the inhabitants depend oil 3 
‘Plunder and the Slave-Trade; and that when Veffds 
‘ arrive, if they have no Stock of Slaves, the- Tabors 2 
c 'truft the Inhabitants with Goods for the Value of one ■ 
*'-or two Hundred Slaves, which they fend into the in ** 3 
land Country in Order to buy Slaves at all Markers," 
‘ : even fbmedmestwo Hundred Miles deep in the Conn** ' 
4 try, where Markets of Men were kept in the fame' 
4 Manner as thofe of Bealls with us. He farther adds: 

4 That, in his Time, the Europeans fui;nilhed the Ne-: 
‘ groes with an incredible Quantity of Fire-Arms and ' 
‘"Gunpowder, which was then the Chief vendible Mfciv 
e chandize there. This was the State of the Negro- 
Trade when Bofman wrote his Account of Guinea* 
which, as I have already faid, was more than 'fifty,'Years* 
ago ; hnce that Time the Trade is prodigiously aug-f 
merged, there being now more than ten Ships to one ? 
that was then impioyed in it; and as tte Demand for 
Slaves has augmented, fb have die Negroes been the 
more induced not only to War one with another, 

hut alio ro put in pra&ice the moft bafeand inhumm 
Methods, in Order to get their unhappy Countrymen 
into their Power, that they may fell them to the Euro* 
pean Traders. : •' 

John Barhot , Agent General of the French Royal' 
African Company, in his Acc. printed- 173 a writes as ! 
follows: ‘Thofe Slaves ibid by the Negroes, are for 
‘-the moft Part Priloners of War, taken either In fight' 
‘ or purfiiir, or in the incurfions they make into their' 
‘ Enemies Territories; others are ftolec away by thei? ; 
‘ ownCountry-Men,and fbme there are who will fell their ; 
‘ Own Children, Kindred or Neighbours. This' Has 
‘ often been feen, and to compafs it, they defire the • 
‘ :Perfbn they intend to felijto help them in carrying fome* ■ 
Aching to the -Fa&ory by Way of Trade, and when 
‘‘there, th® Perfon fb deluded, not ttnderftatiding the 
- ‘ V *' X a * Language; 
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* Lmjmage* is ibid and delivered, up as a Slave) not- 
8 withilanding all his Refinance and exclaiming againfi 

* the Treachery. Abundance of Urrle Blacks at both 
8 &xe$ arealfo Rolen away by their Neighbours,, when 

* found abroad on she Roads, or in the Woods; prelfe 

* in the Com Fields, at the Time of thw Yearwhen their 
8 JParent9 keep them there all Day, to fcare away the 

8 devouring imall Birds, , , 

A Perfon ofGtndourand undoubted Credit now living. 
m BMaJeipHia, who was on a trading Voyage, on rhe 
Coaff of Guinea) about (even Years ago, was an Eye-» 
Wirnefs of the Mifery and Defolarion which, the Pur- 
shale Of Slaves ocealkms in chat Country, a particular 
InRance of which herelates in the following Manner viz; 

* Being ©n that Coaft, at a Place called' Bafalki the Com- 
♦mander of the VefTel according toCullom fenraPer- 

* fbn on Shore, with a Prefent to the King of the Counts 

* try, acquaintiag him wirh their arrival, and letting hints? 

* know that they wanted,a.Cargo of Slaves: The King 

9 promised to mrnifh witn Slaves, and in Order 
8 m do k, for our to go to War againft his Enemies* 

* defigfsins a!fe> tofumrize fome Town and take all the 
People Prifooers- Sometime after the King fent them 

* Word he had nor yet met with the defired tticcefs, hav¬ 
ing bees twice repulfed, m attempting to break up 
♦rvoTowns; but that he Rill hoped roprocure aNum- 

* her of Slaves for them ; and in this Defigta he perftft- 

* edyfill he me? has Enemies in the Field, where a Bat* 

* tie wa» fought, which Jawed three Days, during which 
^ Tmie the Engagement was fo Woody, that 4f cowers 
8 tens on the fpor. Thinks fays she Author, what a 
8 pfrfcbFe fight it was, io fee the Widows weeping over 
4 iheir loft Husbands, and Orphans deploring tne lofs 
8 of iheir Fathers &e., What imuft we think of that 
cruel Wretch who occafioned foch a Scene of Mifery, 
or what of thofewfeo for the fake of Gam mftigared 
htsBiofo 
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N. N. Brines a noted Trav.eller, a Rai^wofwTi® 
Travels is to be met with in a ne.v Colie&ion of Vo)?* 
ages, printed by the King’s Authorityin the Year *74h 
tells his Readers ; c That the Europeans are far froth, 

* defiring toa£l as Peace-Makers, amongfl the Negroes* 
4 which would be sifting contrary to their Intereft, fin<?Q 
1 the greater the Wars, the more Slaves are procured. 
He aftb gives an Account of the Manner in which jfto 
Slaves are got* in the Place where he then was, in the 
following Term, viz. 4 When a VefTel arrives^ the King 

< of the Country fends a Troop of Guards to fom§ 
4 Village, which they furround; then feizing as many 

* as they have Orders for, they bind them and fend them 
6 away to the Ship, where the Ship’s Mark being pm upon 
€ them, they are hear’d of no more. They ufually cat* 

< ry the Infants in Sacks, and gag the Men and Women 
? for fear they fhould alarm the Villages, thro* which 
4 they are carried: For, fays he,thefe Aftionsare never 

* committed in the Villages near the FaftorfeS, which 

f it is the King’s Intereft not to ruin, but in thofe upth£ 
€ Country. , .. ^v : . .:' 

Alfo, tfofepb Randal, in his Book of Geography, print¬ 
ed in the Year 1744, in the Account he giyes of the 
Guinea Trade, after generally confirming the above Ac¬ 
count, adds: e That in rime of full Peace nothing 
‘ common, than for the Negroes of one Nation to deal 
c thofe of another, and fell them to the European^ 
i There has, fays he, been Inftances amongft; the Nd- 
1 groes of Children felling their Fathers and Mothers, 

* when they have been weary of them, and wanted 

* enjoy what they had,* which I fupppfe, fays that Au- 
t thor, gave birtn to the Laws, by which the Children 
c not to'inherit the Goods or Eftates of their Fathers 

Mothers. Thus, thefepoor Creatures are brought 
n to the Goaft to be fold to the Merchants ofEu- 
£ tope. When the Price is agreed upon, which for an 
l.’ . )( 4 .‘abl» 
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* able bodied Man, tinder thirty five Years of age, may. 

* be about 5 Pounds, the Women a fifth Part iefs, and 

* the Children in proportion to their Age, the European: 

* Merchants brand them with hot Ikons rp diftingaifb 
f them, and locks the poor wretches up in foroe Prifon* 

* till they can be fent on hoard; when they come to 

* America) they are difpofed of, fome to the Spaniards 
to work In rhe Mines (for the Englifti are obliged 

* by the Allienro Contract; to deliver thirty Thoufand 
; Slaves every Year to the Spaniards, and the reft are 

* Ibid to the Planters in America.) It is ,thought that thd 

* Englifh tranfport annually near fifty Thousand ofthof^ 
‘ unhappy Creatures, and the other European Nation^ 

* together about Two Hundred Thoufand more* ‘ 

Let bur anyone reflet, that each Individual of this 
Numberhad f me tender attachment which was broken 
by this cruel Separation ; fbme Parent or Wife, whd 
had not even the Opportunity of mingling Tears in 4 
parting Embrace; or perhaps fbme infant whom his 
Labour war to feed and Vigilance prore&; or let any 
confider what it.15 to lofe a Child, a Husband or any 
dear Relation, and then let them fay what they muff: 
think of thofe who are ingaged in, or encourage fuch & 
Trade. By the fore mentioned'Accounts it appears* 
how by various perfidious, and cfuel Methods, the un¬ 
happy Negroes are inflaved, and that moftly, by rhe 
Procurement of thofe called Ghriftians, and violently, 
rent from the tendereft Ties of Nature, to toil in hard 
Labour, often without Efficient Supplies of Food, and 
under hard Talktrsafters, and this moftly to uphold the 
luxury or Covetoufnefs of proud felfifh Men, without 
shy Hope of 'ever feeing again their native Land; of 
a ii end to their Miferies- Oh ye cruel Tafkmaftefs! 
Ye hard-hearted Oppreflors, will not God hear theif 
Cry? And what (hall ye do, whe« God rifeth up, and 
wtigft -he viftrcth; wkt .wili ye anfwer him? Did ?m% 
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that made you, make them? ‘and did not one fajhionym ffi 
the Womb? 

Hitherto I have confidered the Trade as mconfsdenr 
With tile Gofpel of Chriff, contrary to natural Jmftice, 
and the common Feelings of Humanity, and produ&ive 
of infinite Calamities to many Thoufend Families, nay 
to many Nations, and confeqnemly ofFenfive to God the 
Fattier of all Mankind. Yet it muft be flowed, there 
are feme well minded Perfeiis, into.whofe Hands feme’ 
of the Negroes have fallen, either by Inheritance, Exe- 
cikorfhip, oh even feme perhaps purely from Charita¬ 
ble Motives, who rather defire to manage wifely for 
tfieir good, than to make Gain by their Lit hour,* tbefe* 
I truly fympathize with, for confidering the genera! 
firuanon of thofe unhappy People, they have indeed a 
difficult- Path to tread. 

I might mexf consider the Trade as it is deflra&iye 
of the Welfare of human Society, and inconfiftentwith 
the Peace and Profperity of a Country, as by itthe number 
of natural Enemies muft be encreafed, and the Place of 
thofe takferi up who would be its fupport arid fecmityT 
Or i might fhew from innumerable Examples, how it 
introduces Idlenefe, difecurages Marriage, corrupts the 
Youth and ruins and debauches Morals. I might like- 
wife expofe the weaknefsof thofe Arguments, whiclr 
are' commonly advanced in Order to vindicate the 
Purchafers, fucb, as their being Slaves in their own 
Country, and therefore may be (b to us, or that they are 
made acquainted withChriftianity in lieu of theirliberty* 
or that the laft Purchafer will ufe them better than they 
formerly were: But not to mention, that thefe are only 
vain pretences, that the true Motive of encouraging the 
Trade is felififh Avarice,* to fey nothing of the weakhefe 
of the Argument: That becaufe others do illj We maV 
do ib too j dr jheabford i$y ohrecomm^nding the Chtik 
Religion by Injuftiee and disregard to the Rights 

X f and 
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and liberties of Mankind, or the Encouragement that 
«very new Piirchafer gives to a Trade altogether un juft 
and iniquitous. What is already .laid, will { hope be 
Ijifficient, to prevent any confiderate Chrilhah from 
feeing, in any Degree, defiled with a Gain fb full of 
Horrors, and fb palpably inconfiftenr with the Gofpel 
of cur blefTed Lord. ancLSaviour Jeius Chrift, which 
breaths nothing but Loveland Good will to all Men of 
every Nation, Kindred, Tongue and People; 

Under the Moiaic-Law Mari’ftealingwas the only 
Theft punifhable by Death ft is thus exprefTed an 
Exodus Chap, 21,1 6, He that fteaktb a Man and felieth 
Mm , oy if he, he found in bis Hand) be Jhati fuvdy he put 
to death, 

ExtmH from the Epiftle of the Yearly-Meeting 
: of the People called Quakers* held m brndm 
'■'■■■in the Year 1758* 

11L 7 E fervently warn all in profeflion with m» 
that they be careful to avoid being any Way 
concerned m reaping the unrighteous Proftcariftng 
frotti that iniquitous Practice of Dealing in Ne- 

f roes and other Slaves ; whereby in the original 
urchafe one Man felleth another? as he doth the 
Bealls that perilhes? without any better Pmenfioo 
m a Property in him? than that of fuperior Force; 
hi direQ: violation of the Goipel-Eule which teach- 
edi every onetb do as they would be done by? and to 
do Goad unto All,; being the Reverfe of that co- 
wqus. Oifpofition? which fomifhes Encourage- 
gaenttothofe ignorant People to perpetuate thek 

f ‘ tom 
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ravage Wars? 'in .Order to fupply the Demands of 
this mofl: unnatural Traffick, whereby great Mum* 
bers of Mankind? free by Mature, are febje&ed to 
inextricable Bondage*, and which hath often been 
obferved, to nii their FoflelTors with Haughtinefs, 
Tyranny, Luxury and Barbarity, corrupting the 
Minds, and debahng the Morals of their CMoren, 
to the unfpeakabie Prejudice of Religion and Vir« 
me, and tne Exclufion of that holy Spirit of univer« 
fal Love, Meekriefs and Charity*which is them* 
changeable Mature & the Glory of true Chmlaanity* 
Weiner efore can do no lets than, with the greateil 
Earneffcnefs, to imprefs it upon Friends every 
where, that they endeavour to keep their K amb 
clear of this unrighteous Gain of Oppreffioii 




TH E 

' UNCERTAINTY*. 

OF A ' 

DEATH-BED 

REPENTANCE, 

lUttftratedunder the CharaBet of 



Seek ye the Lord while be hay be found, call ye uton him , while he is 
Rearj Let the wicked f irjake his Way, and the unrighteous Mad- 
' h'sThoughts: and let him return unto t.be Lord , and he will have’. 
■Mercy upon him, and to our God 5 for he . will abundantly par*, 
don, * 4 faiah 55 * 6 ^ 1 ‘.. - - . 


T^ENITENS, was a bufy notable tradefmnn, and very profperous 

* in his dealings, but died in the thirty-fifth year of his age. 

A UTVlE before his death, when the aedtors had given him 
over, fome of his Neighbours came one evening to fee him j atwhich 
tone, he (pake thus to them: 

* I s e e fays he, my friends, the tender concern you have for me, 
fey the grief that appears in your countenances, and I know the 
thoughts that 3 *5u now have about me, You think how mekneho- 

S f a cafe it isj to fee fo young a man, and m fuch douriflbingbufinefs, 
ehver’d up to death. And perhaps, had I vifited any of you in my 
condition, I fhould have had the fame thoughts of you* 

But now, my friends, my thoughts are no more like your 
thoughts, than my condition is like yours, 

I t is no trouble to. me now to dunk, that I am to die young, or 
before I have rais’d an eftate. 

These things are now funk into fuch fiieer nothings , that I 
have no name little enough to call them by. For if in a Tew days, 
or houivTam to leave this car cafe to be buried in the earth, and to 
mwrm either for ever happy m tiie favour of God, or eternally 
feparated from all light and peace, can any tvotds fufSciently expref* 
die lktkndi of every dang dfe? If 






, ■ X<s there any dream like the dream of life, in which w«? areamufed 
with vain and empty things? whijJl we,are negledlingand difiegar- 
jding that which is fubftantfeHy valuabie. is there any folly like this 
/oily of moll men and women, who think-themfelvcs too. wife, and 
; are too bufy to hearken to die voice of Jefus Chrilt calling in nip 
heart? which, if.carefully attended to, would occafon thele ferioua 
reflections; but for want of attending to this divine inftruftor, that 
enemy of mankind die Devil, is fufferetl to SI! our minds with un- 
yeafqpable affodions and foolifb opinions; fo that wheoweconfider 
' rdcatla as a fnifery^ we only think of it as a miferable Separation 
from the enjoyments of this life,. We feldom mourn over an old 
man that dies rich, hut wc lament the young, that are takenaway 
.it’ the progrefs of their fortune. You your (elves look upon mg 
with pity, not that I am going unprepar’d to meet the Judge of the 

a uick and the dead, hut that i am to leave a proljpcrQ.qs.traqcin the, 
ower of my life. ., * 

Tu ts is the vdfdom of our manly thoughts* And-yet what 
Ibjly of die fillieft children is fo great as this ?; 

For what is there miferabic or dreadful in death, but the Cppr 
. fequences of it? When a man is dpad, what does any thing fignify 
.to him, hut the (late he is then in ? 

. O ya. poor friend Ltpidus &y*d, you know, as he was drdJSng 
himfelf for a feaft\ do you think it is now part of his trouble, that 
he did not live till, that entertainment was oyer? Feajls , and bipr 
nefiy and pkafuresy and enjoyments ^ feem great things to u$, whihl 
we think pf nothing elfe; but as foon as we adddeath to them, they 
all fink into an equal littlenefs; and tlie foul, that is fepa rated frpni 
.'the body, no more laments the lofs of bufwefs t than the hying of a 

I am now going into the joys of G.op, could there be any, 
.yeafon grieve, that this happen’d to me before I was forty year* 
.of age ? Could it be a fed thing to go to heaven, before I had mad* 
a few more bargain? , or ftood a little longer behind a {ountgr f , 
A no if X am to go amongft loir fpirits, could there be .any rea* 
Yon to be content, mat this did not happen to me till 1 was old, 
and full of riches r . _ ' . 

.1 IF good Angels were ready to receive my foul, could it be any 
.grief to me, that X was dying upon a poor bed in a garrstf ; 

A^d if GOD has deliver'd me up to evil fpirits,'to be dragg*4 
.by them to places of torments, could it be any comfort to me* 
that they found me upon a bed of Hate? ...... 

When you are as near death as X am, you will know,$hat all 
.the different ftates of life, whether of youtfyor age ? riches or *#- 
verty-i greatnefs or meamtpy fignify no more to you,ttemwbeth«jr 

you dfe in a ywr apartment, . TK* 
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' The greatnefs of thofe. things which follow death, makes all 
^hat goes before k, fink into miking. 

Now that judgment is the next thing that I look for, aiid ever- 
wlmg happinefs ormifery is come To near me* all the enjoyment# 
and prosperities of life feem as vain and infigmf.cant, ana to have 
no more to do with my happincJTs, than tihe deaths that f wore 
Ifefore I could fpeak. 

‘ But, my friends, how am I fur priz’d, that I have not always 
liad thefethoughts ? How atnlfnrpriz’d to find, that for want of 
bidding obedience, to that degree ©flight and grace, with which 
Godmth enfighrned ? the weras of our Wefled Saviour have been 
fulfilled m f me, datkitefs has been fuffered to come* over me, and 
thesegreat filings have been hid from me*, for what is there in the 
terrors of death, in the vanities of life, or the neceflittes of piety, 
hut what Irnight have as eaftly and fully fecn in any part of my 
■life? , . 


” What* ftrarage thing is it, that a little health, or the ponrtnt- 
finefs of njbop, fhovuld keep us fo fenfelefe of thefe great tilings, that 
Are aiming io fafi: upon us ! 

1 us T as you came into my Chamber, I was thinking with my 
fel^ what numbers of fouls there are now in the world, in my con¬ 
dition at this very time, fuypriz’d with a fummons; to the other 
world; fonaie taken from" their/Sapj and farms, otheis' from their 
fperts andpltafures , thefe at fuits at law, thofe at gaming-tables, 
and all faz’d at an hour when they thought nothing of it; frighted 
at the approach of deadly confounded at the vanity of all their la« 
houis, defigns, and projedb, aftonifh’d at file follyoftbeirpaftlives, 
"and not knowing which way to tutu their thoughts, to find any 
comfort: Their confidences flying in their faces, bringing all their 
fins to Aeir remembrance, tormenting them with the light of the 
'angry judge; the worm that never dies, the fire that is never 
quench’d, file gates of hell, the powers of darknds, and the hitter 
fains of eternal death. > _ 

O <i my friends J blefs God that you are not of this number, that 
*you have rime and firength to employ your felves in fuch work® 
«f piety, as may bring you peace at the laft, 

Asia take tnts along with you, thattHereis nothing but a life of, 
.great piety, or a death of great ftupidity, that can keep off thefe ap- 
^rehenfiom. ; ' ' 

MXfb TaoW a dioufand worlds, l would give them all for one 
Year more* that 1 might prefect unto God one year of fuch devo* 
y,m and good works, as 1 never before fo much as inbmded. 

. Yo ^perhaps, when you confider that 1 have liv*d free from 
daedal and d$faucbe?y»' and in the communion of the Church , 
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approach of death. 

-■ But alas* what a poor thing hit, to have liv'd only frc$.fr< 4 Et 
murder , theft and adultery) winch is all that 1 can fay for myfelfc.. 
You Irnow indeed,that j have never been reckon'd a/>f,outye«t 
are at the fame tune witneffes, and have been frequent companions 
/of my intemperance.) fenfualitVy and great indulgence. And if i em 
now going to a judgment, whe*-<r nothing will he rewarded hut^ai 
work) f may v/eB-becojW&r^AVthat tha* 1 am no/«»t, yeUb.ave:ii® 
i Christian fobriety to plead for me. 5 
1 t is true, 1 have liv’d in the communion <jf the Church and ge¬ 
ne rally frequented ita worfhip andfervkc on Sundays, when l vra# 
’neither too idle^or not othenvife difbo i’d of by myhufkefs andp&fl* 
fares. But then my conformity to thepubliek worlhip has been ra¬ 
ther a thing of couife, than any real intention of doing that, which 
the fervkc of the Churc^ fuppofes; had it not been fo,i Iiad been 
oftner at Church, more devout when-there, and more fearful 
ever negk£hngit. 

B u t the thing that now furpriaes me above all wonders, is th^ 
that I never had fo much as a general intention of living up to th© 
piety of the Gofpel, This never fo much as enter'd into my heart, 
i never once in my life confider’d whether I was living as the law* 

• of Religion'direct, or whether my way of life was jfuen 5 as would 
procure me the mercy of God at this hour. 

And can it be thought, that i have kept tbeGofpel terms (£ 
falvacion, without ever fo much as intending m any ikrious delibe* 
rate manner either to know them, or keep them ? Can it be thought* 
that i have pleafed God with fuch a life as he reqtfires, tho* I saV* 
liv’d without ever confidering, what he requires, or how much! 
■have perform’d ? How eafy a thing would lalvation be, if it could 
fall into my c«uc!*fs hands, who have never had fo much feriou* 
thoughts about it, ay about any one common bargain that i have* 
made? 

in the bufmefs of life I have ufed prudence and reflexion,Ihav® 
been glad to converfe with men of experience, and judgment, t© 
find out die reafons why feme fail, and others fuceeed in anybu&r 
nefs. 1 have taken no’hep in trade but with greatcare andemmon* 
confidering every advantage or. danger that attended it. I have al¬ 
ways had my’eye upon the main end of bufmefs, and hav * fhidvM 
all the ways and means of being a gainer by all that I undertook. 

But what is the reafon that 1 have brought none oF thefe tem¬ 
pers to Religion ? What is the reafon that "a, who have fb ofee», 
talk’d of thp heceffity of rules and methods , and diligeyfesmwt^Mf 
bufinds* have all this while sever case thought of my rules, of 
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ttsetbods, or managements, to carry - me on in a life of piety ? 

Do you think any thing can aftonifh, and confound a dymgmast 
4ite this?' SVfeat pain do you think a man rauft feeih v^enjbiscon*" 
fetence lays aH this folly to his charge, when it IhaU Chew him how 
.^tegular, &ss&, wife he has been in final! mattery, rhafare pafled 
.away like a dreair , and how ftupidand fenfelefshebasliv'4 without 
any refie£Hon^any ru5es, m things of iuob eternal mor 
iment,as aoheart can fufficiently concejvetbem. 
j * H A » I'only my./raiities and imperfeSimsteiuaentit this time, 
1 flhoulp lye here humbly truftmg in me mercies of God* $utalasi| 
how can 1 call a general difr egard, and a thorough ne^eit of all re¬ 
ligious improvement, a frailty or imperfeSianz, whenitwas asmucft 
-in-my power to have been exaft, and. careful, and diluent an a 


i; leontD havecaud <ji.asjtnanyhelps,havepractifed &j;many 
i rules, and been taught as oaanv certain methods of holy livii:>, afi 
3,fef thriving in tny fhop, had I but fo intended and deftr'd it, 

On’my friends 1 a carelefsJife, unconcerned and onattentive 
the duties oflfteligipn, is fo without aft excufe, fo unworthy of 
; the mercy of God, .fuch a Qjame to the fpnfe and reafon of our 
.minds, that I can hardly conceive a greater punifhment, than for 
; a man to he thrown into the ft are that I am m, to reftefi upon it* 

; ■ Ptnium was here going on, hut had his mouth flopp'd by a 
tonvuljion, which nev.er. fufter’d him to fpeak any more. He lay . 
convuls’d; about twelve hours, and then gave up the ghoft. 

- Now if every reader would imagine this •, Penitent so have hem 
, feme particular acquaintance or relation of his, and fcmeythat lie 

law ai^. heard aft that is here deferib c.,that he Rood by hi$ bed-fide’ 

. ; when hie poor friend lay in fuch diftrefs and agony, lamenting the 
felly of his p^ftlife, it would in all prob ability teach him fuch wife - 
: 4din a#ifeyer enteifd into his heart before. If to jhis^be ihould 
t ccmfsder, how often he himfelf might .have been ferprfe.ed in the 
feme ftate of negligence, and made an example to the reft of the 
double reflexion,;both upon the diftrefe bf his friend, 
c.and dtelfjbpdneis of that-God, who fed preferv’d him from it, 

- would m aif likelihood foften his^heart into holy tempers,/and 
f «nake him' turn the remainder of Ids life into a regular courfe of 

t ^ tFh i s fecrefb,re being fo ufeful a meditation, I. feall llere leave. 
Ike reader, as, I hope, ferioufly engag'd in it.. 


